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COMING EVENTS

July 16" 2002 (3'“T uesday)
Club M eeting
7:00 PM 911 Center, Basement
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2-Meter Net
Tuesdays 7:00 PM
(Except meeting night)
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Meeting Notice

The July 2002 meeting of the Branch
County Amateur Radio Club will be held
at 7:00 PM in the basement Training
Room of the 911 Center on US 12 west
of Coldwater near the airport on July
16™ 2002. Be sure to bring a friend with
you to the meeting.

July Program Notes

The July Meeting program will consist
of a presentation by Steve Ferree,
KB9YPG, and Fred Kissinger from
Steuben County, Indiana. Their topic
will be a video and pictorial presentation
about their recent adventures in Texas
chasing tornadoes. Both of these
gentlemen have vehicles that are
outfitted with lots of sophisticated WX
gear. There will be a vehicle show and
tel as part of the program. You don't
want to miss this onel

August Meeting

We are planning to have the Senior
members of the Michigan QRP Club on
hand to tell us al the reasons why
working the world with less than 5 watts
is the most fun since diced bread.
Details are still being worked out at this
time, but this one looks like a good
program that will be enjoyed by all.

September Meeting

We have once again invited our
ARRL Michigan Section Manager,
Dick Mondro, W8FQT to join us at
our September meeting. This is
becoming an annual visit for Dick
and hiswife Sandy, KG8HM, who is
the Affiliated Club Coordinator for
the Michigan Section. They will
bring us up to date on the challenges
that we as amateurs face in
Michigan and will tell us about
current happenings in the world of
the ARRL and amateur radio. Dick
and Sandy are aways informative
and entetaining and | highly
recommend that you attend this
meeting.

Field Day

Field Day was held on June 22-23
this year at the Branch County 4H
Fairgrounds in Coldwater. FD
Chairman, Paul KG8WI and his
crew put together two stations in the
Schlubatis Hall at the southwest
corner of the fairgrounds using wire
antennas. The word is that we had
about 350 contacts. Look for a
complete update at the meeting on
Tuesday.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

A hearty round of applause for Pete
Cromwell, KC8PMA on his recent
upgrade to Extra Class! Great job,
Pete. We knew you could do it!!




Emergency Coordinator’s Column
July 2002

“Jim Voss, W8SST

The deadline for this column has a way of
sneaking up on me, and this month is no
exception. That thought has given me a hit of
inspiration for this month.

| have to admit that I'm extremely disappointed
in our weekly Emergency Net. (It's more like a
weakly Emergency Net!) Last week we had a net
control, but no check-ins. I've run the net a
number of times with less than 5 check-ins.
WEe ve aso had several weeks when no operator
stepped forward to start the net. That's a pretty
pathetic showing for the ham population we have
in Branch County! We ve asked for suggestions
of other nights or timesto make it easier to check
in, but you folks seem to be satisfied with the
current setup. So what's the deal? We should
easly be having 20 checking into the net each
week. We've tried to make it interesting by
having atopic of discussion. We' ve had training
sessions for prospective net controls. And by the
way, | appreciate those of you who have stepped
up and taken ashot at net control duties.

One of these days Branch County ARES is going
to be called upon to provide communications in
an emergency. It's inevitable. Buy how the heck
are we gonna be prepared when we can't even
support a reliable weekly net? It's gonna sneak
up on us, mark my words. As you’ ve heard from
a number of speakers over the past year,
preparedness comes from experience. We al
need to be comfortable with net procedures, and
at least the majority of us need to be able to take
NCS duties and be able to originate and pass
written traffic. | don't see us making any
progress in these areas. Consequently, I'll be re-
assessing how | can get the mgjority of you
involved in the weekly net. I'd like each person
who reads thisto send me an email in the next 10
days telling me what would be necessary to get

you into the habit of being involved in the
weekly net.  Send your emal to
W8SST @arrl.net . Those ARES members who |
don’'t hear from | will be calling. Let’s make this
an active group —we can do it together. I’'m open
to al input, negative or positive; don’t be afraid
to speak out.

| said thislast month, and I'll say it again. We' ve
been extremely lucky with severe weather this
year. Same deal — don't let it sneak up on you.
Get that jump kit ready and be ready to hit the
ground running.

Don't miss the BCARC meeting this month.
WEe'll have a great program from two gentlemen
who have had plenty of first hand experience
storm chasing out on the plains, and if you miss
seeing their vehicle you'll be sorry.

Jim Voss, W8SST
Branch County Emergency Coordinator

Editorsnote: Whilel don’'t have alot of room to
talk (I miss my share of nets and club meetings),
| would like to urge everyone to try and make an
effort to check in to the net or take net control.
As aformer E.C. and Asst. E.C. the importance
of this exercise can’t be stressed enough. When
something does happen sure, we have lots of
hams crawl out of the woodwork wanting to
help. That's the main problem, with little or no
training or practice on net procedures, and
reporting criteria the people that check in are
many times more of a hindrance then hep. In
order to maintain some degree of readiness we
NEED practice!! | urge everyone to make an
effort to check into the Tuesday evening nets
even if it’sto check in and out.

Soapbox mode set to off. Steve (N8CTI)

Old friends

Today (7-12-02) several of us got together at
Bob Evans to meet up with an old friend. Ray
Gardner, WD8IBY isin town. Some of you may
remember Ray; he has been out of the area for
about 15 years living in Florida. Jim Voss,
W8SST, Jon Voss, K8SST, Dennis Jagues,
WD80OUO, John Sistanich, KE8LV, Chris
Pavka, N8JHE, and mysdf, Steve, N8CTI met
with Ray and had a great time telling stories,
sniffing handhelds and just generally enjoyed
ourselves. We hope Ray can come to the
meeting Tuesday so al the rest can meet and
greet him also.



AMATEUR FLOOD RESPONSE,
RELIEF SUPPORT CONTINUES IN
TEXAS

More than 150 Texas amateurs--most of them
working through the Amateur Radio Emergency
Service (ARES)--this week have been supporting
flood response and relief efforts in flood-ravaged
areas of Texas. ARRL South Texas Section
Manager Ray Taylor, N5NAV, reports that
ARES teams are assisting the American Red
Cross, the Baptist Men's Kitchen and The
Salvation Army in ther efforts to feed, clothe
and shelter flood victims and to provide them
with household essentials as they begin the
massive cleanup

"We'rein rea trouble down here and it could get
worse," Taylor said, noting that flood runoff now
headed for the Gulf of Mexico could raise river
levels in eastern and east-central Texas.
Emergency responders were keeping an eye on
the weather forecast for additiona rainfall.

Although an FCC-declared communications
emergency for 7285 and 3873 kHz has been
terminated, responding agencies did make use of
HF for both health-and-welfare and tactical
communications, Taylor said. By week's end,
most amateur communication related to the flood
emergency had migrated to VHF and UHF, but
HF nets remained active as needed. Repeater
linking systems have been activated to reduce or
eliminate reliance on HF, Taylor said. Earlier in
the week, however, Taylor said amateur HF had
provided the only reliable communication in and
out of some flood-stricken communities.
Telephone and cellular telephone service remains
erraticin afew spots, he said.

Taylor, who lives in New Braunfes-just
northeast of San Antonio—said his own house
suffered some damage to the pier and beam
support structure as a result of nonstop rain
between June 30 and July 6. The rainfal, which
generated some of the worst flooding in 100
years, caused the cancellation of Independence
Day activities in many communities and forced
thousands to flee their homes. Some areas of
central Texas--which had been suffering drought
conditions--got nearly three feet of rain.

(From the ARRL Letter July 12, 20020

HIGHER AMATEUR  VANITY
CALL SIGN FEE EFFECTIVE
SEPTEMBER 9

The FCC has officially set $14.50 as the cost to
apply for, renew or reinstate an Amateur Radio
vanity call sign. According to a Report and Order
adopted July 3, the new fee will become
effective for applications received on or after
September 9. The current vanity fee is $12 for
the 10-year license term. The FCC had proposed
the new, higher fee in a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (MD Docket No. 02-64) released
March 27 to set Fiscal Year 2002 fees.

(From the ARRL Letter, July 12, 2002)

Michigan Section News

Did you know that the Michigan Section now
has 126 Affiliated Clubs serving us with
programs, license classes, volunteer testing,
contesting and many other ways to enjoy
amateur radio. You can find a club near you by
going to the Clubs Search page at
http://www.arrl.org/FandES/fiel d/club/clubsearc
h.phtml Please support your local clubs and stay
"radio-active."

If you are looking for a program for your club,
please contact me and we can set up a visit to
your club to let you know what is happening in
the Michigan Section.

| would like to thank Diane Scalzi, WI8K for her
many years of service as Net Manager for the
Southeastern Michigan Traffic Net (SEMTN), a
Michigan Section Net of the National Traffic
System (NTS). Diane has provided leadership
and training to the net which now enjoys its
largest participation and handles an average of
250 or more pieces of message traffic each
month. Diane is resigning her offered to
appointment to continue her job related
education. Please send Diane a message on the
traffic nets thanking her for her dedication to this
fine NTS Net. | know she will be happy to hear
from you. Please join me in welcoming Frank
Cunningham, K8IN who has take on
responsibility as Net Manager for the SEMTN.
Frank had been active on the net for many years
and is a very dedicated and capable traffic
handler. You may visit the SEMTN on 145.330
in the Detroit Areadaily at 10:15 PM.

73,Dick (W8FQT, ARRL MI Section Mgr.)



20 Yearsago....(approximately)

BRANCH — ey
— SIGNALS

OFFICIAL NEWSIETTER O0F THE SRANCH COUNTY AMATEDR RADID CLOB
F.0. Box 525, Coldwatsr, HWichigan L9036

The regular meeting of the Branch
County Amateus REadlo Club will Be
hald ae the Coldwater Ecate Folice
Fost on Juna LDCh &t 7:30 p.m,,

Ona of che things cthat will be going
on ac the meecing will be o GFL
contasc. For those of you who are
not Eamiliar with 1t, 1t comaiacs of
panding CW with vour lale fose! So
for thoss of you whe are nat ca
preflelanc, will want Co ACATE
pracoieing right away!

diehdbok COMTESTS weiokdrdodol

JUH 12-=13 AFAL VHF &0 Party
JIM 1213 Worldwlde 5. Ameérica CH conk;
JIWE 1920 Summer SHIBK Farty
Jm 2&=-27 ARRL FIELD DAY
JuL 1 CARF Canada Day Contest
JUL 10-11 TARU Radlodpape
JUL 1L7-18 Incernationsi COR® Contoat
JUL L7=18 A3 Magaxine Worldwide

85TV DX Contesk
JUL 26-36 CH Coungy HunBars Conbaat
Al T-B ARRL IEF Combteat
AlUG 1&4=15 Europesan DX contoarC=CW
AUG 21-22 SARTG Worldwide BTTY Com.
AUG 21-F2 AS Magamine FSTV UF Com.
SEF 11-12 ARRL VHF Q3D Farty
SEF 11-12 FEusrepean DX Contest-Fhong
SEF 1B-10 Uashipgten Scate (50 Farcy

A you can teil, I heave incloded [
all of Sept.. Other than the

summer get-together at Bob'a place,
thisg will ba Eha laat meablng uwntll
Sept., 8o I thought I would inelude
all of the evenca and such chat will
be happening until we meet again in
Sept.. Hopefully though, you will
still conEdrus Eo gt & Dewalecter
sven though cthare wlll nor be oy
maaEing"a. ‘

Aok PLACES TO Q0 Seledsinknbrinkrd
JUNE 13 -pidland, HI= Talk-in on
E46.67/.07 and 146,52,

JIHE 13=-Bagingw, HI-Talk-in on
147,24 and 146,52,

JINE 13-Mnroa, HI-Talk-in om
146,13/, 1 and 146,52,

JUME 13- Akcon, OH-Talk-inm on
144, 04 &4

JULY 1l=Indiamapolin, IN=Talk=in on
17111 {edicor'a mote: I didn't nocice
that thay did mot give a freg. until
afeer I had cyped it! SorTryi)

JULY 25-Contreville, WI-Talk=Lim on
L&6. 52,

&5 l-&ngols, TH-Thylk-1n o= 146,52 arnd
1476175, 31.

SEF 16-Adrlsn, HI-Talk-in on 1&6.31/
+91,

Tha following is & comversation

ki bwann Homar, WDHDQF, and Bob, WDORET,
that was Iintercepted on 8 wery dadcEera
Frequencyi

WDHDGP; Oh Bob! DId T aver tell you

we ate havalng a plonlc ac TOUR gri

on July 11eEhAT

WOARKET; oH}! Sure hope I'm golng to
be home chat day eliwsan I & 3 p.sye
pgF; What's For chew?

RET; Wall Homar, alcer checking with the
VL, ehsughe it would be best for
wveryone o brimg theic own.

DGP; You bet. Lets mst this up §a we
don'c have to do any work, OK?

BET; Yep, good ldas, They can alao
bring thelr own deloks, cable secviae,
dish (Full) co pass,; spousens and
harmonics, OGood idea to bring lawn
chalrs, abo,,

DJF; Are you going ko borrow your '
neighbors grill sgaln 1Ff someone briogs
hotdage and hasburgera? Y

RXT; ©Don'tc have co borrow dr, seill
have it from field day, s will Bave
it hot amd réady Ea go.

Dgr; How about & calk in freq.T There
may ha sosscong Chat dosan't know whare
you live,

RET: Let's use 167.304.90 and mﬁ.ﬁll
simplen. That should handla the plls
up, Al let®s deaw a Bap,

I vasn't able o get coo much more
aftar chat due to a Lot of ORM,
Baaide's,; it was tims oo go in and

watch That'"s Ircrediblal!l ¥




