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11-Aug-2007 
Sponsor:  ARROW COMMUNICATIONS ASSOC 
Time:  9:00 AM (No walk-ins) 
Contact:  CLAYBOURNE MITCHELL 
(734)662-6663 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location:  AMERICAN RED CROSS BUILDING 
4624 PACKARD ST 
CANDIDATES MUST PRE-REGISTER 
OR CALL ROGER @ 734-663-4625 
PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP, MI 48108 
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14-Aug-2007 

Sponsor:  LIVINGSTON ARC 

Time:  7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact:  GEORGE B VAN DAM 

(313)999-5547 
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Location:  LIVINGSTON COUNTY EOC 

300 S HIGHLANDER WAY 

HOWELL, MI 48843 

 Greetings everyone! I guess it's my turn to stand in the corner this month – the Emergency Coordinator's corner 

that is. At least Larry didn't make me wear the dunce hat this time. 

 I logged onto the computer the other day and was almost convinced the sky was falling. That's right Chicken Little. 

Last month we lost Branch County Emergency Management Coordinator Dave Smith,KC8ZFR to a Cass County promo-

tion. But the damage didn't end there. We've also lost IWX Warning Coordination Meteorologist Steve Eddy, KC9BQD. 

Steve has been promoted to Meteorologist in Charge at the Hastings, Nebraska office. He assumed his new duties during the 

week of July 23rd. All kidding aside, we certainly appreciate all of Steve's hard work while at IWX and wish him the best in 

his new role. We'll miss his lively Skywarn presentations. His successor at IWX has not been named as of this writing. 

 Things have been quite uneventful on the local front. We really need significant rainfall – but not all at once! NOAA 

continues to classify Branch and surrounding counties as “Moderate Drought.” 

 I have been especially impressed by the repeater activity when thunderstorms threaten the area. This demonstrates 

how well connected you as spotters remain. This is significant because the lack of severe activity has not been a participation 

deterrent as many of our counterparts experience. We've had only six official Skywarn activations this year, the last being 

June 27th. However, by keeping in tune, we've shown that even when possible threats develop, we're ready to answer the 

call. If instead we waited until confirmed severe weather developed, we'd always be behind the eight ball and out of position. 

Thanks again for all of your hard work and dedication. You are providing a true community service and it is sincerely ap-

preciated. 

 It wouldn't be my style to conclude without at least some weather geek tidbits. Are you a HAM who enjoys weather 

observing in general? Why not participate in the WetNet? Everyday, the National Weather Service collects general weather 

reports from amateur radio operator's. This is accomplished by regional HAM liaisons who collect the data and forward it 

to the National Weather Service, local media, and a list of email subscribers. The typical data collected is the stations' meas-

ured precipitation in a 24 hour period along with the current temperature at the time of report. However, if you have a 

weather station and would like to contribute more data, such as hi and low temperatures, feel free to do so. There is no obli-

gation to report everyday. The liaison for our area is John Marty, W9BTZ. John is located in Kendallville, Indiana and re-

ceives reports on numerous area repeaters, and via email. If you would like to subscribe or participate, drop him an email 

at: jcmw9btz@gmail.com. Tell him K8BPD sent you! I'm working toward that toaster oven. 

That's about it from here. Keep your eyes to the sky and stay connected by visiting our website often at 

www.branchcountyskywarn.com. 

Brad McConn, K8BPD  

Branch County Asst. Emergency Coordinator 

Skywarn Coordinator 

A.R.E.S./R.A.C.E.S. Officer����


