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Elmering CW Ops By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 
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I have a reputation for being a CW zealot. It's a reputation that I quite deserve, thank you very much, and one that I'm 

proud of. Working CW is a heckuva lot of fun, and I want to help as many hams as I can enjoy it as much as I do. 

Unlike some OFs (e-mail me if you're not familiar with that CW abbreviation) who just complain that no one operates 

CW anymore or bemoan the elimination of the code test, I try to walk the walk as well as talk the talk. Here are some of 

the things I do to get guys to operate CW: 

I always carry around copies of the K7QO Code Course on CD-ROM http://www.kc5cqm.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php?

n=Main.K7QOcwCourse). K7QO has graciously allowed this version to be distributed freely, and when I'm at a ham 

event, and anyone expresses even the slightest interest in CQ, I pull one out of my briefcase and hand it to him or her. 

I try to keep one or two inexpensive paddles around to sell to interested folks. Bencher BY-1s are good starter paddles, 

and you can often find them at hamfests or on EBay for fifty to sixty bucks. I usually keep one or two "in stock." When 

someone asks about paddles, I offer to sell them one of the ones I have for exactly what I paid for it. Since they know 

me, they get a good feeling that they're getting a decent paddle at a decent price. And once they have it in the shack, it 

takes away one excuse for not operating CW. I also, provide technical support. By that I mean I help them get the key 

and keyer adjusted properly and help them use it properly.  

I never denigrate or complain about hams that never had to pass a code test. That's a sure turnoff.  As soon as people get 

the feeling that you're looking down your nose at them, you lose all credibility with them and they just stop listening to 

you.  My personal opinion is that if more folks have ham licenses, then the pool of potential CW operators is bigger.  I 

never denigrate or complain about hams that don't operate CW. See above. 

I acknowledge that Morse Code can be difficult to learn.  I often apologize for the fact that I got into it when I was young 

and it was easier for me to pick it up then. I also apologize that I seem to have at least a limited talent for Morse Code. I 

acknowledge that this is not something one learns overnight. You're more likely to win someone over if you sympathize 

instead of criticize. I like to challenge them to learn it, noting that once they've acquired the skill, it's something that they 

can be proud of. Not only that, it's a lot of fun! 

I try to show them how much fun CW is!  I have an Elecraft KX-1, which I take to things like club picnics. Throw up a 

simple antenna and I am on the air making contacts. I also invite guys to my shack and show them in person how cool it 

is. 

Finally, I give presentations to just about any club that invites me, if I can make the arrangements. On my blog at http://

kb6nu.com/a-cw-presentation-for-your-club/, you can find the text for the slides I used for my presentation, "CW is 

Fun!" Feel free to use them to give a presentation to your club.  

Who knows? If you give this presentation to your club, maybe you'll even get one or two guys interested enough in CW 

to learn the code and get on the air. If every current CW op Elmered one other ham every year, the CW bands would be 

chock full of activity. We'd   be complaining that it's impossible to find a clear frequency instead of complaining that it's 

getting hard to find a contact. 



 

 

  H A M F E S T  C A L E N D A R               
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DXpedition 

 Sep 14 2008 

Adrian Amateur Radio Club 

http://www.W8TQE.com 

Talk-In: 145.37 (PL 85.4)  

Contact:Marjie Willey, KB8TMM 

307 Pentecost Highway 

Onsted, MI 49265 

Phone: 517-467-6303  

Fax: 517-467-6303  

Email: 

maggie214@frontiernet.net 

Adrian, MI 

Lenawee County Faigrounds 

602 North Dean 

Div: Great Lakes 

Sect: Michigan 

  

5H3AP - Mafia Island (AF-054) Sept 22 - Oct 1 

CW and RTTY operation 

QSL via DL1CW 

 

Aerial view, Mafia Island, AF-054 

http://www.W8TQE.com
mailto:maggie214@frontiernet.net
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/maps/us/insert/Tmap/extmap/*-http:/maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=602+North+Dean&csz=Adrian%2C+MI&country=us
http://www.qrz.com/dl1cw


 

 

B R A N C H  C O U N T Y  A . R . C . 

Meeting Every Third Tuesday 

Branch County Communications Center 

At The Branch County Airport 

7:00 P.M. 

 

N O T E S  F R O M 

T H E  P R E S I D E N T 

J O I N  U S  O N  T H E  W E E K L Y  T W O  M E T E R  N E T 
T U E S D A Y -  7 : 0 0  P . M . -  1 4 7 . 3 0 0 - A L L  W E L C O M E !  

 

WEõRE ON THE WEB!   

   

W W W . B R A N C H C O U N T Y A R C . C O MW E

 

NEXT MEETING  -   Tuesday September 16th ð7:00 

P.M.  

Liarõs Club 
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Thanks! And a tip of the hat 

 

 

A thanks and a tip of the hat 
goes to:  Tim Miner.  As 
Emergency Manager, Tim 
has shown overwhelming 
support of Branch County 
ARES and RACES.            

 

 

  

 

Nothing Scheduled 

 

See pages 8 & 9 for lde-
tails of last months test 
session.  

VE VE TESTTEST  SESSIONSSESSIONS  

As you can see the rest of Au-

gust has been pretty busy and 

September is no exception.  

Congratulations to the latest 

Hams who upgraded or passed 

their Tech Class exams.  Ap-

plefest is September 20th and 

we will be set up in the Park 

Downtown.  The ARRL SET is 

September 27th.  All Hams are 

encouraged to participate. 

 

 

? 

 

FOR SALE ITEMS 
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EC Comments for September Newsletter 

 

Hospital Net 

On August 6, the BCARC ARES/RACES group participated in the quarterly Hospital net communication test. This test 

was different in that we had the use of an ICOM IC2200H D-Star rig that we set up at the hospital in Coldwater. We 

also activated the Club station at the EOC for the test as well. 

 

The first portion of the net was checking communication paths via analog repeaters and simplex. Once that task was 

completed, the net switched to digital voice. Here is the amazing stuff: from the hospital, we were able to work the Kala-

mazoo County EOC via the D-Star repeater in Moline, MI. For those that are not familiar with Moline, it is near Dorr, 

MI, which is just south of Grand Rapids. True, we were on the fringe of coverage and there were a couple of transmis-

sions that did not get through, but those that did were absolutely crystal clear. Digital voice is amazing. It is becoming 

apparent that D-Star is the wave of the future and is expanding rapidly across Michigan and we will be part of it. 

 

D-Star 

We are anticipating the receipt of grant funding which will allow us to purchase two IC2820H dual band D-Star rigs and 

two power supplies in the coming months. One station will be set up in the dispatch area at 911 and the other will be 

housed at the Coldwater Public Safety Department. Hillsdale County will have both a 2M and 440 D-Star repeater up in 

their county in the coming months and we are anticipating that similar equipment will be installed somewhere in south 

central Michigan where we will have access to the rest of Michigan via D-Star. 

This is pretty exciting stuff. We had a hands-on demonstration on Aug. 23 where seven hams at our club station were on 

the air via D-Star talking to hams in Litchfield. The voice clarity is amazing there is considerable interest in getting in-

volved by some of the ARES/RACES personnel. Your EC has made the commitment to D-Star and I have an IC2820H 

installed in my vehicle. We are testing and learning as we go along. 

 

 
(Continued on page 6) 


