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Look Mah

Elsewhere in this newsletter,
mentioned our recent involvement
With & High Altitude Balloon that
was launched by a group of hams
from Battle Creek.

TORNADO BOY
2009

While the &lea of fox hunting g
package falling from the sky haclbseas
intrigued a number of us, it was
when three of us presented a
program at the September meet}
ing of the SMARS group in Battli
Creek that our interest wask
piqued. Our presentation was ali
about fox hunting and was designed to whet some appetites for some fresh fox. There was talk a
an upcoming balloon launch and we just had to get involved!

The launch was scheduled to take place at Eagle Lake at Ft. Custer and originally was planned fo
morning on a Saturday. The time slipped just a bit as rain moved out of the area, but KC8UGV|
and his son Aaron, KD8LEK joined me, WB8R for trip to Eagle Lake.

When we arrived, we met up with several hams that had the Battle Creek RACES trailer set up to
ate in an onair contest (as well as helping with the balloon launch). Ron, WA8BRC was the main
loon guy and we discussed the flight projection for the day. The computers said that if the balloon
launched around 1:00 pm that it would travel northeast and would come back to earth near the Aln
MI area which is about 75 miles from Ft. Custer. All things considered, we were not real excited
chasing that far into unfamiliar territory the first time out, so we opted for a delayed launch wh
would make tracking and recovery a bit easier.

Ron had a projected flight path for Sunday morning at 8:00 am that placed the payload on the gro
neat the Branch/Hillsdale county line south of US 12. Now that was more like it! At least the territ
would be familiar. We told Ron that we would be ready Sunday morning.

The transmitter that would be flying was the same one that | had played with on Saturday aftern
Believe me, the time | spent doing some DF?
teristics was well worth it and added a lot to our understanding of how to locate the transmitter oncj
fell to earth. It transmitted on 433.915 (or so) and produced 1/10 of a watt to a dipole antenna
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At about 7:50 that Sunday morning, we met at Kiwanis Hill (read that hig
spot) at Heritage Park. Jim (KC8UGV), Arnie (NS8T), Justin (KD8JEL) jo
me (WB8R) for the launch. Within seconds of launch, we were hearing t
mighty 100 mw signal all the way from Battle Creek.

We split up and formed an east west line north of Quincy and proceedd
to track the balloon as it came towards us on the prevailing winds. T
balloon ascended to approximately 480000 feet where the balloon
burst, freeing the payload to fall back to earth on a parachute. We tracke
the payload overhead and then off to the southeast. It was at this poi
that we were contacted by Dan, KC8RYF who was coming to help us.
continued to track it and as we got SE of Quincy, we were joined by Bruce,
WBS8ZSK. It was just about this point that the transmitter went silent. We
all lost signal, which meant that the Beagle had landed!

Because | had played a bit the day before, | knew that the transmitter
could be heard on my mobile rig from a maximum of about % of a mile,
depending on the terrain so we all were driving around listening. It was not
too long before we heard from KC8RYF that he had a very strc
signal on M49 between Quackenbush and Card Roads. We all
roed in on this area (except for Justin who had a prior commitmelg
at church - hmmm, wonder if he prayed for us to find it?) We dro
around the oblockd and we det
in a fence row or in a soybean field. Dan knew the landowner, so
he went to advise them what we were doing in their bean field.
was at this time that Bruce had to go pick up Susie, who was doi
some shopping in Coldwater while Bruce was out fooling arou
with us.
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We worked down the fence row (and very much into the fence roWs®

It became apparent that we were the victim of inadequate rejection on the
back of our antennas and we had gone beyond the payload so that we
were beginning to get readings from out in the bean field. So we went
perpendicular to the rows looking up and down each row for the white
parachut e. Once again it was Dan who al h
across the o6chute, the payload and t 4 3 '
and 41 minutes from launch to recovery! The path traveled was a bit over

40 miles.

Here are the Mighty Hunters!You can see many more pictures on the
club website!

This hunt was even more satisfying than all of our other hunts have been!
I think it is the fact that we had absolutely no control over where the bal-
loon was going (even though we had an idea from the computer projec-
tions) and we were truly on our own. All of the hunters were extremely
pleased when we called back to Battle Creek on the air (using one of our
DF antennas and a handheld, no less) and announced that we were suc-
cessful!

There are more balloon launches in the future and we would like to have
everyone get involved and share in the fun!




Loyal Royal Order of the Skunk

At one of our recent club meetings. Jim WVOSS, presented Arnie NS8T with an award froiroted
Royal Order of the Skunk or hi s ski || I n outwitting us in our
captions to the pictures | was passed along. Enjoy!
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