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2009ARRL Annual Report
Now Available

The ARRL Annual Report for 2069
now available onlineand in print--
reviews the major events of thg
year and documents the renewe
growth of both the ARRL and thg
activities of the Amateur Radid
Service. In 2009, the ARR
experienced a growth [

membership, ending the year wit
156,125 members, an increase

nearly 1 percent from 2008.

"D epE

P Jves
expectations at its beginning, 200
turned out to be an exceptionall

P}} C €& (}& 8z ZzZ

Chief Executive Officer Davi
Apuuv EU <ieeX "profit€--
most of which rely more heavil
than we do on voluntary
contributions -- are having a muc
tougher time holding onto their
benefactors. Ultimately, we ended
2009 solidly in the black for th
C htkp://www.arrl.org/annual-

reports

in this issue

BCARC Loses Another Friend P.1
Emergency Coordinator’s Report P.2
A Word from the President P.3
Preparedness P.4

Field Day 2010 P.5

BCARC 50" Anniversary P.6

Dennis Jaques
WD8OUO, SK

We sadly report the passing of yet anoth:
member of our Ham Radio group, Denr
Jaques, WD8OUO. Dennis had not be
active since moving to an apartment sevel
years ago, however, at one time he was
fixture at any club event or operation.

Dennis died at his home on June 21st. |
particulars have been announced as vy
with arrangements being made by th
Dutcher-Kolcz Funeral Home in Bronson.
was 65.

Our sincerest condolences go to his family
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July 18, 2010
Van Wert Hamfest

Van Wert County Fairgrounds

August 15, 2010
Lapeer County Swap and Shop
Lapeer County Center Building

August 21, 2010

SARA Inside/Outside Trunk Sale

Baker College, Owosso

August 21, 2010

SARA Inside/Outside Trunk Sale

Baker College, Owosso

August 21, 2010
PCARC Swapfest
All States Radio Club Complex

LaPorte, Indiana

September 11, 2010
GRAHamfest

Home School Building
Wyoming, Michigan

September 19, 2010
Adrian ARRL Hamfest

Lenawee County Fairgrounds

Adrian, Michigan

EmComm
Corner

E

While last month | talked about May being a slow weather modiime has beer
nothing even close to slow. We have had a total of 4 seriactivations as of this
writing (June 29). Three of the activations (June 12,at®l 23) resulted in Sever
Thunderstorm Warnings and/or Tornado Warnings and all ghmesulted in
significant damage. Fortunately the damage was caused by driighwinds or
microbursts instead of tornadoes. The fourth activation @) looked ominous a
first, but it turns out the bad weather split north and soustnound us. We were
spared that Sunday.

My thanks go to those who checked in and helped outrduthe lengthy nets during
those activations. The EOC was manned for the duration dfetrevents and we
played a large role in communications between the Pubdifety agencies in Branc
County and the hams of the county and the good folks a{.IW

On a different note, we operated Field Day from the Comivations Trailer of
Emergency Management for the first time. Read all about thastrand tribulations
of that adventure in the Field Day article elsewhere is ihsue.

Larry Camp, WBSR
Emergency Coordinator/RACES Officer

D-STAR lllegal in France

While Radio Amateurs in the rest of the world have embramediern digital communications, it would
appearD-STARs illegal in France and there is now a European Parliapsgition on the matter.

A report on the French digital ham radio website (DR@F) they the regulator, the ARCEP, has said 1
D-STAR protocol specifications could allow ham-radioaipes to connect their station to Internet and
that is prohibited.

The ARCEP also cites alleged concerns regarding Ceytgg® National Security as well as the use of a
proprietary CODEC.

The DR@F are calling on all European Ham-radio societiesptthiem in their battle to allow all Digital
Voice modes, Internet access and no restrictive experinrefrance.

It seems incredible that in the 21st century a country waatiggmpt to stop its Radio Amateurs from
using modern means of communications.

You can sign the European Parliament PetitiDigital VVoice & Internet Access in Franae
http://draf.asso.fr/index.php?pages!/...rance-Petition
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From The Desk
of the President

Hi,

Well, here is a ver
uninformed President. | hav
been away for a week, and
know a lot has happene
here.

Where | was, it was in th
uj 6 1[wbile you were
having «§}Eu*X /8§ }
fair, does it.

[f[u *pE& §Z § §Z
bring me up to date at the
board meeting on July 6th.
Until next month, have a gre:
summer.

Arnie, NS8T

QMN Marks 75 Years!

The year 2010 will mark an important anniversary in the
History of Amateur Radio: The birth of the first public
service net.

Before the implementation of a net concept, radiogram
traffic and emergency communications activity was
conducted on a system of schedules and random contac
Z ]}PE u SE ((] ul}A E}ee SZ }p
>]v _ v SAYEI. «8 (( }v JloC  <{¢]
handlers. From these key stations, traffic was routedgo
destination via individual schedules, directiorfal Y _
E <p *8*U v eJulo E § Zv]cp X dZ
u EEP v C }E%*U_ "E 8]}v o dEo(EF
programs had not yet emerged.

This all changed during the autumn of 1935 when mersab:
of the Detroit Amateur Radio Association (DARA) formed
§Z D] Z]P v E § v }%S S$Z v §
plan was simple and elegant in concept. Using the redbtiv
new technology of crystal control, radio amateurs from
throughout the State of Michigan would gather on a sing|
Ne%}S (E «p wh@ngeSrhdiofram traffic and
coordinate emergency communications response to

disasters. A QMN Committee standardized the procedure
( U]D]JPE oY E*} (ulo] &

v €& § §Z
generations of traffic handlers. With the creation dfiY,
the modern traffic net was born.

This year, QMN will celebrate its Diamond Anniversatly wi

a very special event! A 75th Anniversary Banquet will be
held at Owosso, Michigan on Saturday, October 23, 201(

QMN members both past and present are invited to atter
as are all radio amateurs with an interest in the history of
Amateur Radio and the history of public service

communications.

Those wishing to attend this event should request a
registration form from James Wades, WB8SIW at the
following e-mailjameswades@gmail.com

The July meeting of the
Branch County Amateur Radio
Club will be held on Tuesday,
the 20th beginning promptly at
7:00 p.m. in the basement
meeting room of the Branch

County Communications Center

(911). The Program will be Fox

Hunting Hints and Kinks.

S.
V S <
(; (:'ot an idea? Got e gripe? Got

nothing to do the first Tuesday
night of the month? Club
members are always welcome
to attend the monthly board
meeting at 7:00 pm at Bob
Evans in Coldwater.

DO

2S

+ H U K §réat website with
dozens and dozens of links to
ham related websites. You can
spend a whole afternoon

surfing the various places here!
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A bow of the bowlergoes out
this month to Larry Camp
WB8R, who has headed u
Field Day for many a year.A

} gdeq to}

(0]% }( Sz
you, Larry!

Just consult any loc
amateur and you will fine
all the free advice yo
could possibly nee
pertaining to any han
radio subject you woul
care to ask about. Th
advice is provided withot
charge and is ofte
available on the loce
repeaters, coffee clatche
club meetings and mo:t
anywhere hams mee
This is a public servi
announcement providel
by your editor so as to fi
space.

PREPAREDNESS PAYS OFF!

Immediately after the Jan. 12
earthquake in Haiti that Kkilled
230,000 people, injured an estimated
300,000 more and destroyed much
of Portau-Prince, medical teams
from the University of Miami Project
Medishare program had sporadic
communication with the United
States and the nearby U.S. Naval Shig

~h"E~e }Ju(}ES[* D ] o
Facility v  untl teams of
amateur/ham radio  operators
arrived, that is.

"dz ¢ Z 0oE C o
satellite link. The other one was not
& o] o U e ] pnol}

architect for the University of Miami

Medical School, who coordinated
amateur radio communications
pHE]vP §Z ]Jo ¢ EX 27

worried that they would not be able
to communicate to Haiti from Miami
in case they lost their other satellite
o]vlIX

What was initially designed as a
backup system soon handled all local
emergency communications. Before
Z]l%}oo[* S ue }( & 1}
arrived, the field hospital had very
littte communication directly with

§Z h"E”N }Ju(}ESX ~"dZ ¢
an e-mail blC peJvP o |
Z]%}oo ¢ ] U A~ v <}u §Slu

sit there for quite a while before
*}u }v A
The amateur radlo station became
E]S] o }uupv] S]}v o
we had patients who would come in
and needed emergency surgery that
A }no v[§ Z v o U
u(}&sSU_ z2 <1 U ~v
would  coordinate  either the
helicopter medevac or [transport] a
few times by speedboat if it was in
§Z u] o }H( §Z
dZ S[e ipes }v A u%ocC
amateur radio operators, who use
various types of radio
communications  equipment  for
nonprofit purposes, can provide a
valuable resource during a disaster.

Links With Emergency Responders
Volunteer radio operators
assisting emergency personnel fall
into two groups: Radio Amateur Civil
Emergency Service (RACES) an
Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES) members. Many people
participate in both organizations, but
the main difference between the two
is that ARES members provide
emergency communications before
an emergency has been officially
declared, while RACES operators,
which are registered with state and
local governments, are activated
after an emergency declaration.
RACES members may operate from
state emergency operations centers

(EOCs).

The American Radio Relay Leagu
(ARRL), a U.S. organization of
amateur radio operators, has
memorandums of understanding
with numerous organizations,
including FEMA, the American Red
Cross, National Weather Service and
the Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials
International. As a result of those
agreements, the ARRL trains with
and works to develop these
}EP v]I §]}ve] us pE
communications capacity. It also
builds relationships with these
organizations to collaborate during
disasters.

About 684,000 amateur radio
operators are ARRL members. Tt

best way for these ham operators tc
connect with local responders is to
participate in their local Community
Emergency Response Teams (CER1
Atou QU Jv pE s U

vv § A]sz ZzdU
probably be linked up close with the
(1E % ESu vsU |
Kee, founder of the Vlrgln Valley
Amateur Radio Club in Mesquite,
Nev., and leader of the local CERT
% E}PE uX "t } Z A o}
plan for our area as to where we
would locate individuals [in an

u EP v CeX_

Amateur radio operators can also
get special license plates displaying
their call signs, which identify them to
emergency crews, getting them past
roadblocks and into the affected area

to provide communications
assistance.
In Oregon, about 1,800 RACES

volunteers are authorized to work in
state and county EOCs facilitating
communication during disasters. For
example, during the Great Coastal
Gale of 2007 that knocked out
uupv] S]}ve 8§} §Z
Columbia, Clatsop and Tillamook
counties, ham radio operators used a
radio frequency messaging system
called Winlink to transmit the
JMVS] o[ & <p oS (JE -
§Z <55 [o K((] oo
DvPuvsX "D}v C u}E
governor came in and we were
briefing and later on called amateur
E ]} }% €& S}Ee+ Z VP o
was the only = source  of
tuupv] S]}v A Z 8§} §Z
said Marshall McKillip, the Emergency
DvPuvs K(] [ Fuu
tions officer.
Following the storm, Oregon Gov.
Ted Kulongoski funded improvements
s} 8§z *§ § [ u s pa
infrastructure with a $250,000 grant
for Winlink systems in each of the
*5 5 [+ i0 -luRSG K X
bought the appropriate equipment
and then organized the delivery, the
set up, the training and everything
Alsz u s pE
D <]oo]% ] X ~§ A« <p
the amateurs to take on, but they did
PE S i} X_

Assorted Roles

Amateur radio operators can play
a variety of roles that allow public
safety officials to maximize their
resources, including facilitating
communications; providing
emergency managers with on-scene
situational awareness; and helping
manage large-scale events, such as
state fairs and marathons.

Earlier this year as blizzards
blanketed Delaware, RACES member:
manned ham radio stations at the
Sussex County EOC, and 60 ARE
uu E+« E}A E}uv 8Z
958 square miles reporting what they
were seeing and confirming reports
from the National Weather Service.
N"tZ]lo €85Z %o}o] v
medical services] were moving
around, they had better things to do
§Z v *8}% Vv u *uE S§.
said Walt Palmer, public information
}((] E (}E& 52 ZZ> ]v

Z [+ AZ & u s uE &
A E }ju]vP JvX_

At one point during the storms,
the county set up two shelters for
approximately 70,000 residents, all of
whom were without electricity, and
deployed an amateur radio operator
to the larger shelter to facilitate

uupv] S8]}v Als8zZ sz
were able to get good information
back from the shelter as to how many
people were there, were they making

us K< v 8Z 8§ I]v }( 8z
Sussex County EOC Director Joe
dZ}u «X "t Su ooC SE]
operator in the second shelter, but we
never did get to that point because of
§Z ev}A«§}

In the aftermath of a disaster,
amateur radio operators are often the
first to report what happened to
emergency managers so they can
*§ ES (}Eupo S]vP E
say up the street a nuclear facility has
an issue, and we start losing power
here. The ham operators would start
reporting that because we would be
§Z }v e }v §Z PE}uv U_V
AKUE i} 1¢ 8} }uupv] S8
public officials. Our mantra for that is,
ZWE}A] S§Z E&]PZS ]v(}d
right people at the right time so they
cav u | §Z E]PZS

Communities countrywide have
signature large-scale events like state
fairs, marathons and food festivals
during which amateur radio operators
can work with public safety personnel
so the departments can maximize

their resfjpE X ~Z §Z E S5z
police or other county or state

officers, ham radio operators will

}u §}P SZ €& v A [oo P .
§} 1(( & vS§ %u}]VS' E}pv
26cu]jo & JME- U W c
"M [E O OSZ E ipes 3} } o

somebody has a problem, if a runner
goes down or a bicycle falls apart or
whatever, our guys are there and
§Z C[CE o S8} E %}ES
proper response can berchestrated

Z 0 %o §Z §

If Delmarva Peninsula a popular
resort area on the East Coast with a
winter population of 700,000 that can
swell to 4 million in the summewn
needs to be evacuated, ham radio
operators can monitor traffic or
facilitate communications between
shelters and EOCs

"tZlo 8§z Z E}lee } e
job with the shelterdd §Z C[E& $§
helping to prepare food and taking

E }( $Z & ] vse }( §Z
W ou €E «] X ~dZ C }v][S§
the communication needs to get
information back to the EOGs we
have this many special needs people;
we need more insulin because we
have a problem here with a lot of
diabetics. Amateur radio folks will be
assigned to shelters to move that kind
FOSE ((1 X_

the USS

[Phota Members  of
Wisconsin Radio Club chat with others
throughout the world via Morse code

onboard the retired battleship the USS

Mass
Seaman

Wisconsin.  Courtesy  of
Communication Specialist
Mandy McLaurin/U.S. Navy.]



Field Day 2010

Our Field Day on June 26-27 was an interesting exeasisge conducted our first operation in tl
Communication trailer belonging to Emergency Managemerd.|&%t the trailer at the 911 Cente
and set up shop in the parking lot.

The inside of the trailer has not yet been completed, thé operating counters are in place alo
with electrical power strips. We set up two station®ne in the communication room up front ar
the other back in the kitchen area at the small dining ¢abX t p3]o]l §Z-06d [D
6i0 v 8Z z ep }( < 6h'sX &}E v vve «&BOM wire eidolH-250DvErtic
HF antenna.

All things considered, the operation went reasonably sthiyoand no one lost any fingers or oth
important appendages. We utilized the camouflage support pelhich really worked very we
dZz A E3] o A« %o }Jv  ulpvs }v < 0h's[e %o} % WM %o X

t Z 38Z pe }(S8A}}( u EP vV C DV REWWSiie<PAVPE B 3}1E §
powering the entire trailer, including the air conditianén addition to that generator, we also hi
He }( "0]PZ3 S3E Jo E_ AZ] Z Z «%+Zuuvd 3}o , oE vd p%
a 8 KVA diesel generator which is mounted an a trailer.rsv both new generators in order
help break them in.

Many thanks to KC8UGV, W8KI, WB8VWI, WB8R, WD8MGF, KIW8C'8%, KDSLEK, KD8JEF
KD8GOB for all their help and companionship.




BCARC Celebrates 50 Years!

The Branch County Amateur Radio Club w
celebrate its 50" year on July 17, 2010
Special Event station W50 will be on the a
and the certificate below will be issued to an
stations making contact. For details abol
how to secure your certificate see info on th
club website at www.branchcountyarc.com




